
20 years passed between the 
publication of the two maps (surveys 
were performed before the II World War 
for the Monte Cevedale sheet), and the 
mapping criteria significantly changed in 
the two maps. In terms of mapped units. 
The major conceptual change is 
represented by the introduction of a 
lithostratigraphic nomenclature, applied 
also to the basement rocks 

Main points: 
 
1) Basement: lithological classification (M. Cevedale) vs. 
lithostratigraphic classification (Bormio): note the use of 
lithostratigraphic ranks also for the basement units  
2) Tectonics: i) prevalence of “milonitic horizons” in the M. 
Cevedale and limited number of tectonic contacts, ii) “modern” 
representation of tectonic surfaces in the Bormio Sheet (faults, 
overthrusts) 
 

 
3) Sedimentary cover: lithostratigraphical classification, with 
different names for the same unit if preserved in different tectonic 
units (mixing of tectonic and lithostratigraphical approach) 
4) Quaternary deposits: classification still based upon type and 
morphology 
5) Additional schemes are included in the II generation map 
(Bormio): geological cross sections, tectonic sketch, stratigraphic 
schemes 

 

On the right: comparison between the legends of 
the Monte Cevedale (1951, left) and Bormio 
(1970, right) 1:100,000 scale geological maps 

Below: tectonic sketch of the Bormio (1970) 
geological map, with the main tectonic units 

1:100,000 geological maps: Sheet 009 “Monte Cevedale” (1951; right) 
and Sheet 008 “Bormio” (1970; below) 

Central Alps: the Austroalpine units 
The official Italian geological maps 

in the XX Century 
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Exhibition organized by: Fabrizio Berra (UniMI), Chiara D’Ambrogi (ISPRA) & Marcello Tropeano (UniBA) 

Italian Geological Maps – More than a colored picture 
Using geological maps to support better policies for society 

 
PANEL 2B 


