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Volcanoes in Italy: Vesuvius
Early days of cartography

Volcanoes of the
Campania district (1859)
Permission ISPRA Library
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Volcanology was born in
Italy, when Plinio il Giovane,
in his letters to Tacitus,
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buried Pompeii. H = View of Vesuvius from the Royal palace (1779)
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Many researchers were attracted to Vesuvius, especially after the
archaeological excavations that discovered the ancient towns buried by the
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ey ge e ‘ -4 Pompeii eruption. The first cartographic products mainly dealt with
Geomorphology, and at the beginning of the 19th century also hystorical lava
flows had been mapped.
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Lava map of Vesuvius
(Auldjo, 1832)
https://www.flickr.com/photos/b
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& 1631 — 1861.
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AVEC LA COUPE GEOLOGIQUE
du Rivage Napolitain.
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1866.
C. Muquardt.
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Lettres de renvoi
et abbréviations.
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Main points: - \ “
1)  lack of maps of non-volcanic rocks; (e e
2)  absence of deep geological sections (no basement data); NS e
3) only hystorical lava flows (effusive products) were mapped s
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and the shape and size of the volcanic cone were s TR N
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described; no care was taken to explosive products (i.e.
regional distribution and thickness of pyroclastic
deposits).

GEOLOGICAL MAP A1
MONTE SOMMA AND VESUVIUS, ‘
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Some of these gaps were filled by the first 1:100,000 edition of S
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the geological maps of Naples and Salerno (1910, see below) R

PHASES VIL & VIIL 1 to 1888 o0,
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